ARMIES	55
The profession of arms did not yet know the frontiers between
peoples. War was loved for itself, and the gentry sought it every-
where, as formerly the knights flocked to the Crusades or to
adventures. The common soldier was a sort of workman of the
military corporation, who toured the world and stopped wherever
the trade was good—that is, where war, falling upon some fat
country, could nourish its artisan. As soon as the country is
exhausted the news is spread everywhere; the war is said to be
* crabbed,' has a bad name in Flanders, or on the Rhine, or in
Lombardy. In that case the pay of the soldiers has to be raised,1
The old soldier, particularly the officer, had many tales to
tell, not simply of one army or one commander, but of perhaps
all the armies of Europe, and of all the great captains of the
age under whom he had served—William of Orange, Luxem-
bourg, Marlborough, Eugene, Villars. Like General Ogle-
thorpe, who had served in the Austrian Army against the Turks
and in the British Army against the French, and among the
Georgian colonists against the Spaniards of Florida, the retired
officer of many campaigns and many masters could be found
in the social groups of the coffee-houses of London, Edinburgh,
The Hague, Berlin, Vienna, and Paris, and in some of the
most distinguished salons.
Scholar-soldiers were not uncommon. In those days no
attempt was made to fill up all the time of a garrison officer.
He had his parades, and, if he was a colonel, he had a little
office work; but there were many hours each day for him with
nothing to do. Some spent these hours in study. Few such
officers became as celebrated scholars as Descartes, the seven-
teenth-century philosopher who was an officer in the Dutch
and Austrian armies. Maupertuis, however, the scientist, who
became President of the Academy of Berlin, is an instance.2
Another is Vauvenargues, who was almost the most noted
writer of maxims (at any rate, after La Rochefoucauld) in the
eighteenth century, and to whom Sainte-Beuve has consecrated
one of his fine studies.
1	E. Lavisse, La Jeunesse du Grand Frtd&ric, p. 16.
2	See infra, p. 259.

